
 

 

 

Tips for Improving Your Credit Score 

 

Unfortunately, improving your credit score is as hard as losing weight – it takes time and determination. 

Hopefully some of these tips will be useful you going forward!  
 

Got It! What to Do (or NOT Do!) 

 Do check your credit report – Once 
Credit repair starts with knowing where you are; go to Annual Credit 
Report.com to run yours for free. Make sure everything on there is accurate, 
including balances on open accounts, late payments, etc. If something looks 
wrong, dispute them with the credit bureau immediacy.  

 Do NOT Spend Money you do NOT have 
Lenders want to see that you have a large debt to credit ratio – in other words 
that you have money you can spend, but you don’t spend it.  
Example: You have a credit card that had a limit of 10,000 dollars yet you only spend 
about 1-2,000 on it each month, and pay it off each month.  

 Do Set up Payment Reminders 
If you have trouble remembering when payment are due on your rent, bills, car 
payments, etc – put them in your calendar as a repeating event and have it pop 
up a couple of days before the bill is due.  

 Do NOT Cancel/Close any Credit Cards 
Similar to the reasoning above; by canceling a credit card you are DECREASING 
the amount of credit you have. If you have multiple cards and would like to 
downsize, first call the credit card company that you are keeping and ask them 
if they will increase your limit since you are canceling the other.  
*Note: closing them does not make them go away, they will still appear on your report  

 Do NOT open a number of new Credit Cards to increase your score 
This approach could possibly backfire and lower your credit score. 

 Do Reduce the amount of Debt you owe 
Try and pay off your bills fully and don’t move debt around, they will find it!   

 Do NOT repeatedly check your credit score 
Or at the same time, allow multiple lenders to run a credit report. Each time a 
report is run your score goes down 2-3 points. If you do want to check it again, 
make sure you go directly to the credit reporting agency or through an 
organized authorized to provide reports to consumers.  

 Do Pay Bills on Time 
This includes rent – showing that you have paid rent on time for the past two 
years can help you with your loan if you do not currently have credit.  
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